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Gay Liberation means more than activism. Its strength also comes 

from knowledge. These 8 books document the Gay Liberation 
Movement from several points-of-view. They will help you to 


i - : 

A 


V* 


understand and appreciate what Gays are fighting for. 

Limited editions are now available to readers of 

NEW GAY LIFE at a full 20% discount. 


Drawing by Homoin* Brooks 

Take this opportunity to order these 
important books now. Use the convei 

order-form below. 


GOVERNMENT VERSUS 
HOMOSEXUALS 

An Original Anthology 

Three government investigations into 
alleged homosexual activity: one of the 
Newport Naval Training Station in 1921 
at the direction of the then Secretary of 
the Navy, Franklin D. Roosevelt; one by 
a Senate committee in 1950 concluding 
that homosexuals are not suitable for 
Government service; and third, a com- 
mittee of the Florida legislature (1964) 
into homosexual "infiltration" into State 
supported agencies. 

Cloth'f^oaSpecial Price $9.60 

THE HOMOSEXUAL IN 
AMERICA: A Subjective 
Approach. With a New 
Introduction 

by Donald Webster Cory and 
Preface and Appendix "D" from 
the 1960 edition 

by Donald Webster Cory (pseud.) 

Here is an updated version of the first 
book to put forward a strong defense of 
homosexual rights and a view of homo- 
sexuals as "the unrecognized minority." 

ClothTtS^aSpecial Price $12.00 

THE GAY CRUSADERS 

by Kay Tobin and Randy Wicker 

The first — and so far — only collection 
of biographical sketches of American 
Gay activists communicates their con- 
cerns, ideas, and feelings over a period 
of seventeen years. 

Cloth WrOlSpecial Price $8.00 


Order from ARNO PRESS Box P Three Park Ave., New York, N.Y. 10016 


I would like to purchase the following books 


No. of Copies 


Author & Title 


Price 


I enclose check/money order for Total $ 

(All orders must be (accompanied by payment.) 


Name_ 
Add res: 


State. 


4. THE HOMOSEXUAL 
EMANCIPATION MOVEMENT 
IN GERMANY 

by James D. Steakley 

Published for the first time, this vital 
study documents and recounts the 
growth of the German homosexual 
rights movement from its early begin- 
nings in the 19th century to its almost 
complete annihilation bv the Nazis. 

Cloth TV6-QC Special Price $8.00 

5. COMING OUT! 

A Documentary Play About Gay 
Life and Liberation in the U.S.A. 

by Jonathan Katz 

This exciting politica entertainment, 
published for the first time uses the 
American history of Gav oppression and 
resistance to give theatrical expression 
to a new and developing Lesbian- 
feminist and Ga\ male consciousness. 

Cloth' , '$9£Q3pecial Price $7.20 

6. A GAY BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

Eight Bibliographies on 
Lesbianism and Male 
Homosexuality 

An Original Anthology 

Here are eight annotated and extremely 
valuable bibliographies on male and 
female homosexuality. 

Cloth '$25*003 pecia I Price $20.00 

7. A GAY NEWS CHRONOLOGY, 
1969 - May 1975: Index and 
Abstracts of Articles from 
THE NEW YORK TIMES 

An Original Publication 

Here is the first detailed chronological 
overview of how homosexual*, has 
been reported in THE NEW >ORk 
TIMES from the emergence o: Gav 

Liberation" to commentane: o-- eaual 
rights legislation. 

Cloth'$-F 2 mSpeoa ?r*ce S9.60 

8. POLITICAL AND SOCIAL 
ACTION IN HOMOPHILE 
ORGANIZATIONS 

by Roxanna Sweet 

A penetrating v :•* z~zi~ za tons in 
San Francisco by and for 

homosexuals' to effect ctowmgc: in the 
anti-homosex. a islMaB of society. 

: : - Soeaaf Pnce $12.00 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

UREAU OF PRISONS 

UNITED STATES PENITENTIARY 
Atlanta. Georgia 30315 


April 


1977 


New Gay Life 

Box 13420 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19101 


Gentlemen: 


copy 


the book New Ga 


(Reg. 


00752 

threat 


will 


mailed to inmate Russell J. 
stimulate homosexual desires 


the 


thus 

ity 

in an institution such as ours 

inmates in 


creating 

of this institution. Homosexuality 


discipline , 

is 


good order and secur- 
definitely a problem 
This publicatien is not 


for delivery 
efforts to 


the 


this 


protect the rights of 
participate in homosexual activities. 


institution, 
inmates who do not 


approved 
one of our 
choose 


# 

The book will be retained at this facility for approximately 
thirty (30) days, to allow adequate time for an appeal. Should 
my original decision be sustained through the appeal process 
and/or you choose not to appeal, this publication will be 
returned. 


If you do not concur with this decision, you may appeal to the 
Director, Southeast Regional Office of the U. S. Bureau of Pri- 
sons, 3500 Greenbriar Parkway, S.W., Atlanta, Georgia 30335, 
within fifteen (15) days of the above date. 


Sincerely , 

?L 

J\ y ft .'K. 

M. R. Hogan 
Warden 


cc: Inmate Spear 

Central Pile 
Education Pile 
Mail Room 

Associate Warden (Programs) 
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May 15 - Hank Baron, folksinger 
and songwriter, Phila. Gay Coffee- 
house (Sunday evening) 


May 20 - Karl 
pianist. Phila. 


Tricomi, concert 
Gay Coffeehouse 


May 1 - Phila. Gay Bicycle Club. 
Ride to Morris Aboreteum. Leave 
from the Art Museum at 10:00 
(Weather Permitting). For more 


(Weather Permitting). For more Acts (Nlmj. Loving satire or various 
information call 928-1919. stereotypes of Lesbians. 

May 6 - Ron Bluestein on dulcimer Christopher Strong (Film). Katherine 


pianist. Phila. Gay Coffeehouse 
(Evening) 

May 20-22 - MCC Northeast District 
Conference, Brooklyn, N Y. Call 
922-6381 for information. 

May 21 - A Comedy in Six Unnatural 
Acts (Film). Loving satire of various 
stereotypes of Lesbians. 


at Phila. Gay Coffeehouse (Evening) 
May 12 - Painted Bride Art Gallery 
Benefit. Spring Mountain Winery, 
604 S. 2nd St., 7:00 P.M. Donation - 
$10.00 

May 12 - MCC outing to the Phillies. 
Call 763-5069 for more information. 
May 13 - Tom Bledsoe, dramatic 


Hepburn in her first starring per- 
formance in movies. Gay Commun- 
ity Center of Phila. (GCCP) 8:00 and 
10:00 P.M. Admission - $1.75 
May 21 - Phila. Gay Bicycle Club, 
Lower Main Line Ride. Leave from 
the Falls Bridge at East River Drive, 
11:00. Picnic in Flat Rock Park 


readings at the Phila. Gay Coffee- (Raindate: Sunday, May 22) 
house (Evening) May 21 - Women's Dance (GCCP) 

May 15 - Gays of the Northeast Benefit for Susan Sax Defense Fund, 

meeting, Frankford Friends Meet- 9:00- 1:00 A M. Admission - $2.00 - 


inghouse, 2:00 P.M. Call Switch- 
board for more information. 


Beer, Soda, etc. 

May 22 - Thank You, Masked Man 


May 15 - MCC Bru 

877-3384 for information. 


MCC Brunch, call (Film). An animated Lenny Bruce 


routine. 





Entertainment at Phila. Gay Coffeehouse 

Victim (Film). A gay lawyer jeopar- 
dizes his reputation bv helping 


police capture blackmailer who 
preys on homosexuals. (GCCP) 7:30 
and 9:30 P.M. Admission - $1.75 

May 22 - People's Fund Festivel, 
International House, 3701 Chestnut 
St., 3:00 - 11:00 P.M. Admission - 
$ 2.00 

May 23 - Kathy and Barbara. A night 
of poetry and song at Alexandria 
Books, 328 S. 17th St. - Admission - 
$ .50. 

May 27 - Peggy Bernstein and Ian 
Mishkin, folksingers. Phila. Gay 
Coffeehouse (Evening) 

May 28 - Emerging Women (Film). 
History of women in U S. Sandy and 
Madeline's Family (Film). The feel- 
ings of a Lesbian couple. 

Update by a speaker from Custody 
Action for Lesbian Mothers on the 
present state of Sandy and Made- 
line's on-going case (GCCP) 8:00 
and 10:00 P.M. Admission - $1.75 
May 28 - Phila. Gay Bicycle Club, 
Bicycle Clinic 9:00 A M. - 12:00 
Noon. For more information call 
Gay Switchboard. 

May 29 - Scorpio Rising (Film). 
Classic American uncerground 
movie. Nudes, A Sketchbook (Film). 
Series of explicitly sexual interpre- 
tations. 

The Places Between Our Bodies 


reputation by helping 
ture blackmailer who 


Katherine Hepburn in CHRISTOPHER STRONG at GCCP 


(Film). Exploration of £ 
sexuality. 7:30 and 9: 
(BCCP) Admission - $1.75 


gay 

9:30 


male 

P.M. 
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REGULAR EVENTS 
MONDAY 

8 PM GAY ALLIANCE Oh 

PRINCETON, 128 Nassau 
St., Princeton, N.J. 

8 PM MCC Bowling, 18th & Mar- 
ket Sts. 


8:30 PM 


1 : 30- 
4 PM 


8 PM GAYS AT PENN, 3601 Lo- 
cust Walk (Christian Assn., 
U of P) 

8:30 PM GAY ALCOHOLICS ANON- 
YMOUS, call L07-0100 

TUESDAY 

8 PM Single Gay Men's CR Group 

Gay Community Center, 
326 Kater St. (4th below 
South) 

WEDNESDAY 

7:30 PM GAY WOMEN'S CR CROUP 

Gay Community Center, 
326 Kater St. 

1:30- GAY STUDENTS AT TEM- 
4 PM PLE, Rm. 309, Student Ac- 
tivities Center, 13th & 
Montgomery ave. 

7 PM MCC LITURGY, 250 South 

12th St. 

8 PM MCC Bible Study, 250 S 

12th St. 

8 PM INTEGRITY (CAY EPISCO- 
PALIANS), St. Mary's, 39th 
& Locust Walk (U of P), 
SH8-2118 

8:30PM Bl GAY MARRIED MEN'S 

GROUP, 326 Kater St. 

7:30 PM GAY WOMEN'S ALTERNA- 
TIVE (women over 30 so- 
cial-cultural group) call 

(evenings) 642-4348 or 
Kl 5-6284 (1st & 3rd Wed. of 
month) 

THURSDAY 

7:30 PM MCC WOMEN'S RAP, call 

567-7730 or 928-1919 
8 PM DIGNITY PRAYER GROUP, 

250 S. 12th St., 425-4440 


7 PM 


8 PM 


8 PM 


8:30 PM 


7:30 PM 


8:30 PM 


GAY AA, L07-0100 (Meets 
at GCCP) 


FRIDAY 

3-6 PM 


8:15 PM 


8:30 PM 
9 PM to 

1AM 


CAYS AT PENN COFFEE- 
HOUR (See Monday 8 PM) 
Beth Ahavah, Gay Syna- 
gogue, 1026 Pine St., #9 
(2nd & 4th Fridays of mo.) 
CAY AA, L07-0100 
GAY COFFEEHOUSE, 326 

Kater St., WOMEN AND 

MEN WELCOME (with 

entertainment) 

continued on page 29 



"Coming Out." For some, it is a 
tired phrase - two words that have 
almost lost their meaning through 
overuse. Even so. those words 


usually have great significance for 
many of us. 


Coming out 


long, slow sense 


told them, however, I usually felt 
greatly relieved. None of these 
reactions was bad and so it made 
it easier to tell the next person. 

Once this stage of "coming out" 
is achieved only caution, common 
sense and discretion can deter 


process for most gays. It does not someone from coming out to 

happen all in a day. Level after everyone he/she meets. Parents, 

level is achieved. Stage upon stage relatives, workmates and many 

is built. There is no single "coming others are some of the levels or 

out day" for anyone. But, there is stages that can be reached in the 

a time which all of us can identify long process. But, not all of us 

as the time when we "came out." can "come out" on every level. No 
Probably, everyone can remem- one should feel guilty about not 
r the thrill they felt when they being totally "out." 
ached the first stage in the Coming out on any level is a 
•ming out process - self-accept- delicate matter. Only the person 

ce. When was it that you first involved can make the determin- 

ew about your gayness and ation about whether or not to 

cepted it? come out to contain people. Some 


ber the thrill they felt when they 
reached the first stage in the 


reached the first stage in the 
coming out process - self-accept- 
ance. When was it that you first 
knew about vour gayness and 


accepted it? come out to contain people. Some 

For me it was one of the most times it is not possible to come 

happy times ever. Finally, I could out in certain situations, 

be myself to myself. No more lies This is where oppression is most 
or illusions about who I was or evident. Not being able to share 

what I wanted. I could be honest one's life and loves with one's 


with myself at last. 

My happiness level increased 
measureably. 

Once a person embarks on this 
course it is difficult to turn back. 
It is not easy to live dishonestly 
with anyone once a person 


This is where oppression is most 
evident. Not being able to share 
one's life and loves with one's 
parents is painful and sad. Not 
being able to work at a job and be 
openly gay is sometimes very 
uncomfortable. Not being able to 
let evervone know about one's 


let everyone know aoout one s 
gayness is, many times, a frus- 
trating experience. 

All of us feel this frustration 
most acutely. It is not easy to stay 
hidden once the taste of freedom 
and honesty is had. But, each of 


with anyone once a person 
achieves an honest relationship 

with himself/herself. 

A person who has come out to 
himself/herself and knows the joy 
of living honestly, naturally wants 


living honestly, naturally wants us must make our own decisions 


to share that joy with friends. So, 
another level is sought in the 
striving to come out. 


on this matter. Only we can 
decide the best time and the right 
way in which to make such an 


Telling friends about one's gay- announcement. 


ness is perhaps one of the most 


It 


always exciting to tell 


difficult tasks a person can under- someone about your gayness, be- 


take. All kinds of fears crop up. 


cause you are sharing with them a 


But one is almost compelled to go great part of yourself. And every 
on. time this sharing occurs, you re- 

I can remember literally shaking new in yourself that original thrill 

like a leaf as I tried to tell some of your own self-acceptance, 

friends about my gayness. Once I Joseph R. DeMarco 
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As Betty Davis 


CO 


Av 


mm 


There were tears slowly streaming 
down the edges of his eyes as he 
recounted the story — a woman 
trom the Deborah Foundation had 
come to rehearsal that afternoon to 
inform him that they were under- 
writing the cost of the heart surgery 
he so desperately needs. The audi- 
ence went wild with applause. This 
man on stage was more than Lynne 
Carter, commedienne. This man 
had, in the course of two hours at 
the Cafe Society in Philadelphia, 
become a personal friend. 

Lynne Carter is best known 
throughout the country for his 
impressions of six women — Pearl 
Bailey, Bette Davis, Mae West, 
Marlene Dietrich, Hermione Gin- 
gold and Phyllis Diller. His is an art, 
elevated by the intensity of the 
imitations, and more — the fusion 
of soul into caricatures that, on 
their own, do no more than the wax 
museum figures of Madam Tussaud. 
Carter's genius is in his ability to 
become the people he imperson- 
ates, to give them a mind. He does 
not mimic, he invents. He takes the 
outer shell, and infuses it with a 
defiant sense of its own being. It's 
trite to say he's convincing, but he 
is convincing. 
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Female impersonation is not a 
new thing — not an invention of the 
so-called sexual revolution of the 
sixties. Instead, it dates back to 
Shakespearean times when the boys 
dressed in women's clothing to 
portray the female parts. Though 
this "drag" had its roots in misogyny 
(women were not permitted to be 
on stage), there is nothing mis- 
ogynistic about Carter's routines. 
For in Carter's portrayal, these 
women are whole persons, driven 
by very real needs — such as the 
Bette Davis who, despite her cal- 
lous exterios, is really yearning to 
be loved and needed (and who 
isn't!). The same can be said of his 
drunk Marlene who sings, "Falling 
off stage again, what am I to do, 
can't help it." 

Though all of his impressions are 
flawless, my favorite was Pearl 
Bailey. There is something naturally 
human about the woman, and 
Lynne captures every ounce of her 
warmth, her free-spirited attitude, 
and her sense of human. It certainly 
shows that Pearl Bailey is a personal 
friend of his; in fact, as he revealed 
in the interview, she started him in 
the impression business. That he 
ends the show with the real Lynne 


As Mae West 


Carter coming out on stage without 
costume, only serves to demon- 
strate his ability to reach his 
audience at a level of authentic 
humanity seldom reached in such 
performances. 

Lynne Carter was accompanied 
by two talented gentlemen named 
simply, "Company." Their intro- 
ductions to Lynne's numbers were 
marvelously handled; they have the 
right combination of punch and 
talent to pull off even some of the 
bad Ivrics. My favorite of their 


bad lyrics. N 
numbers was 


My favorite of their 
is the song, "Star," 


numbers was the song, star, 
which introduced Marlene. 

Lynne Carter is someone who has 

A 

to be seen; one can never under- 
stand the energy he generates 
except by experiencing it firsthand. 
He functions well on stage, main- 
tains a steady rapport with his 
audience, and has as much fun 
doing it as we had watching him. 

I spoke with Mr. Carter after his 
performance at the Cafe Society 
opening night. He was literally 
exhausted. Seeing the man so run 
down was distressing. Watching 
him on stage gave one the impress- 
ion his energy output was inex- 
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HELD OVER! NOW IN ITS 5TH MONTH! 


334 South St 
WA 2-6010 


HELD OVER! NOW IN ITS 5TH MONTH! 


Since TLA pioneered midnight movies in Philadelphia and has been presenting them almost contin- 
ually for the past six years, we feel qualified to speak on the subject with some authority. During those 
six years we have shown such examples of late night madness as NIGHT OF THE LIVING DEAD, 
FREAKS, CAPTAIN MARVEL, REEFER MADNESS, THE HARDER THEY COME, FEMALE 
TROUBLE, and of course the all-time nocturnal champion, PINK FLAMINGOS. But now we have come 
up with what we think is the best midnight film ever. Believe us when we say you have never seen any- 
thing like THE ROCKY HO RROR PICTURE SHOW. 

So join us some Friday or Saturday night as Brad and Janet, that clean-cut couple of the fifties, 
get caught with a flat and no spare outside that sinister castle wherein reside the visitors from the planet 
Transexual in the galaxy of Transylvania. Join us and discover why the entire TLA staff is singing, 
"Let's Do the Time Warp Again!" 


Lynne Carter 


bottles at me because y'know 
Pearl came in and I was doing a 
number that she had recorded 
. . . It wasn't one of her big 
numbers but it had a double 
(meaning). Of course at that 
time you couldn't say anything 
on a stage . . . she flipped ... I 
didn't mean to imitate her but by 
listening to the record you learn 
the record . . . she flipped . . . 
and she gave me her musical 
arrangements and we became 
very close. She sort of took me 
under her wings. So when I say 
she started me in show business, 

I was working but not really 
doing anything . . . she taught 
me don't do this, do that, this is 
tasteful, that isn't. 

She still writes to me, talks to me 
on the phone ... 

Do you ad-lib on stage? 

Oh all the time. A lot of what 
vou heard tonight was ad-libbing 
out of rough situations. When 
musical things go wrong I stop 
and I talk to the bank, I talk to 


haustible. But the strains of the 
heart attack he suffered in Novem- 
ber were still visible, and despite 
my wanting to ask him a thousand 
and one questions, I refrained. 

T: How did you get started? 

L: Oh well, that happened by 
accident years ago. I went to a 
Halloween party ... as Hilde- 
gard . . . she was, at that time, 
like Cher would be today . . . and 
I won the contest. I won the 
prize as the best person in 
costume and I was offered a job 
in a little club there. I didn't 
have anything else going. The 
kids I was with said take it, 
you're crazy, take it ... So I took 
the job. (It) lasted 32 weeks. 
Then I went to Chicago and 
that's where I met Pearl Bailey. I 
was working in a club ... a ter- 
rible neighborhood, at Clark and 
Ohio, 25 girls and me, it was a 
strip joint. I was the only boy in 
the show. I thought, Oh God, 
when I get out on that stage, 
they're going to throw beer 
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the audience ... it becomes fun 
for the audience, too, because 
they're kind of like in on it. 
People like to be in on it. They 
don't like to be left out. . . Like 
when I walk into the audience, 
(during the Pearl Bailey number) 

. they love that. Cuase they're 
right by the performer then. It 
makes everything come to life ... 

T: What kind of audiences do you 
generally get? 

L: Fverybody. I feel that you should 
play to everybody. I don't think 
we — a gay — want to be 
separated. So why should we 
limit. If we limit, then who's the 

A 

bigot? If we play strictly to gays, 
then we're bigoted ... If we 
wanna be taken into the main- 
stream, let's give to the main- 
stream of life. And I've always 
worked that way ... I'm just a 
human being and I feel we have 
to get along in this world with 
each other and the best way to 
do it is to be honest and straight- 
forward . . . and I think that 


when you do it that way, there's 

never really a hassel. I worked 
before there were gay organiza- 
tions to stand up for your rights 
... no gay lib, I worked some 
places that would really make 
your hair stand on end, dear. 
And they accepted me. Cause I 
came in with an honesty. And if 
anybody would have cut me 
down, they would have killed 
them. They knew I was gay, they 
didn't care. But I was right with 
them, and I was real with them 
... I did my thing, that was my 
business. They did theirs, that 
was their business. We got along 
great. And so all my life I've 
always gone what I call down the 
middle of the road. On the stage 
I have gay lines for gay people, 
straight lines for straight people, 
and I have comedy which is 
universal, it plays to everybody. 
A funny thing is a funny thing. It 
doesn't matter whether you're 
gay or straight, pink, green or 
what. • 


Featuring 

“Phila’s 

Exchange” 

Showtime 

FRI. & SAT. 11:30pm 



PHILADELPHIA 

“Personal Touch" 


418 S. 18th St. 




(2151 985-0943 


For Your Dining Pleasure 




Of Philadelphia 243-245 S.Camac St. Ki 5-8933 
The Oldest Cay Bar/Restaurant In America. 

Come And Meet Your Friends Around The Piano 
In Our Upstairs/ Downstairs Room. 
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An InterviewWith Laud Humphreys 

By Joseph R. DeMarco 


Laud Humphreys is a noted sociologist who has done 
some major studies of gay life in the last few years. 
Among his numerous writings are Tearoom Trade, a 
study of tearoom behavior and Out of the Closets, an 
historical analysis of the Cay Liberation Movement. 
Talking to Mr. Humphreys is a pleasant experience. 

Sitting in his hotel room at the New York Hilton, we 
covered many topics at length. Some of the subjects we 

discussed are included in this interview. 

J.R.D.: Given the number of articles and books you 
have written on the subject of homosexuality, do you 
feel you have gotten enough institutional prestige at 
your school? Have you experienced any discrimination? 
L.H.: I think I would have been held back by my area of 
research if it hadn't been for the good fortune of 
TEAROOM Trade winning the C. Wright Mills award. 
The research I did was so controversial and different 
that it achieved sort of instant recognition. I think the 
general subject (homosexuality) would have held me 
back. There are instances where I've tried for other jobs 
and discovered through inside sources that I was turned 
down because of attitudes such as "well we already 
have one person who is interested in that! There is, I m 
sure, a lot of sexism involved; and I'm sure a lot of 
homophobia involved. There has been prejudice and 
there have been remarks (about me). 

J.R.D.: Do you think it is any easier now being an 

academic and out of the closet? 

L.H.: Yes, I do, I think it is a little easier because there is 
a little fear beginning to develop of civil rights types of 
suits. It's easier primarily because now there are others 
who will give you support. If you are out you are not 
alone. It's the people who came out a few years ago that 
are the heroes. Now, there is support. But that doesn't 

mean it's a bed of roses. 

J.R.D.: When and how did you come out yourself? 
L.H.: Through a long slow process. I was very closeted 


from the time I was 22 to the time I wrote Out of the 
Closets. Being married and with children and being an 
episcopal clergyman tended to hold me in the closet 
even the time ! wanted to come out. 


After I wrote Tearoom Trade however. 


began 


speaking a lot to Gay Liberation Organizations. My wife 
and T both became very active in Gay Liberation 
although she's straight . . . sexually. We organized the 
first Gay Liberation Organization in St. Louis ... we 
worked in Boston . . . then we moved to Albany and I 
was one of the founders of the Tri-Cities Gay Liberation 

front in Albany. 

Then I would be asked to speak all over the country. 
In those years, when a speaker came in to talk about his 
research there was always someone in the back of the 
audience who would jump up and say, "Before we go 
any further, are you gay?" At first, I'd try to hedge, I'd 
say, "Sorry I'm not here to discuss my sexuality." Or 
"I'm bi-sexual." And that wasn't accepted very well 
either. I finally got to the- point, even if my wjfe were 
sitting in the audience, when I'd say, "Sure I'm gay, but 
I'm also married." 

So it was a gradual step by step thing. The real open 
pronouncement was at the Sociology Meeting in August 
1974. There was a session on Theory which discussed 
homosexuality, in which Edward Sagarin presented, in 
my opinion, one of the most vicious papers I have heard 
attacking everybody from Kinsey on down, had done 
(homosexual) research. Really attacking us in unjusti- 
fied terms. And I answered that attack. One of his 
attacks was that we're all writing as straights. So I got up 
and I said, "I beg your pardon, I've never said in 
anything that I've written that I'm straight. As a matter 
of fact, I am gay and I'm proud to be gay, but at least 
I'm an honest Sociologist." I said this with much fear. 
So that was greeted with a standing ovation. 
Afterwards, the dean of my school and his wife came up 
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rnmmmm think it's the tea room." He said, "that's what you ought 

fl| to research." Well, there was no literature on tea rooms 

... So here was my commission . . . the nice thing 

( ^jjgH about my study of tea rooms is that I m not really 

I | : : : : ;4|J attracted to impersonal sex . . here is something I 

" k could study without getting sexually involved and I had 

the funding to study, and a really interesting topic. 
31® J.R.D.: Are there differences in the Gay Movement from 

8 ' city to city? 

Hp * 4 L.H.: If you take the major cities, you find a large 

jtjf jijl| degree of similarity. You don't find much difference in 

Igt terms of the nature of the S a Y community ... the gay 

■■h,.,/ vlllll world. But in the Movement, I find a good bit of 

Hr f I i difference. The Movement is more radical in New York 

... the East Coast in general than you find in L A. 
Among men there is not nearly as much of a strong 
radical wing on the West Coast as there is in the East. In 
terms of women that is the cutting edge of the really 

I find generally a gradual weakening of the leftist part 

' 1 What I find in general, then is really the only viable 

las come to be called, "Monday, functioning groups that have real impact on the West 

Coast ... are gay student groups, (but these groups vary 

not the happiest situation. With in effectiveness). 

-nent, it was out and I was out to Some of the early goals of the movement are still 

being worked out. 

ained married? What happens is when you have an issue develop . . . 

arried . . . very happily married. there are enough people who have been trained in the 
=ry very much. We communicate activist groups and have had their consciousness raised, 
-ied couples that I know. so that you can turn up masses of people. So, to my 

decide to study gay life? mind the movement is still there, but not in its 

ge thing. I was gay but that really organized way. 

, In <irhr.nl I.R.D.: There is a division I've noticed, in several cities 


mm 
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along the lines of the "prudes" and the "non-prudes." 
There are some gay people who don't approve of 
tearoom activity or the baths and they castigate the 
people who participate in those activities. Do you see 
this division all over? 

L.H.: Yes, all over and I think it is always going to be 
with us. Irving Goffman said some years ago that 
stigmatized groups always tend to reject and stigmatize 
those persons who give the group a bad name. It's the 
rejections by the rejected- 

I've had two publishers who have refused to bring out 
a paperback edition of Tearoom Trade. I was given the 
word from the inside that the guy who had to make the 
editorial decision was gay, and felt that telling the world 
what was going on in tearooms would hurt the 
movement. I think that this is simply a social reality 
that we face. The people who give a "bad name" are 
rejected . . . The blacks have gone through this. The 
whole idea is that if you take on an aura of 


respectability then no one is going to give you a 
problem. I'll tell you who answers this almost better 
than anyone else . . . John Rechy, author of City of 
Night , The Sexual Outlaws , etc. John's belief is that the 
real revolutionary, the sexual revolutionaries are the 
street hustlers and the drag queens and to a lesser extent 
perhaps the tearoom people . . . every time they step 
foot on the street they're saying "Fuck you" to a sexist 
society. And I think . . . they're not going to go away. 
They're beautiful. If we are really going to get into the 
liberation of people from sex role stereotypes then 
we've got to realize gender-fuck and drag queens are 
important . . . 

J.R.D.: A lot of people in the movement are going into 
regular political channels. What do you think of this 
development and do you think there is any hope for a 
gay plank in the Democratic Platform of 1980? 

L.H.: Yes, I'd be real surprised if there weren't. I think 
the open political activity is another aspect of what has 
happened with . . . the movement. It is with us and it's 
probably increasingly with us, and it is healthy. I don't 
expect it to change the world . . because I don't have 
much faith in the party system or normal political 
systems to really affect social change. I have much 
more belief that people's heads get changed when an 
athlete comes out and announces he is gay or a 
professor says so and of course if a politician says so, 
that helps, too. But as far as the political process, I've 
always said that legal change is great . . . but that legal 
change is not really social change . . . it's only symbolic 
of social change. 

J.R.D.: Are you writing anything now? 

L.H.: I'm beginning to work on a study of gay homocide 
victims. I'm trying to find out if gays are disproportion- 
ately murdered and if so why. It's really a part of study 
of homophobia. But I don't see it being published for 
five years yet. 


care 

- dinner & supper, with spirit* 

* momluij through Saturday from 6 pm 


cafe 


ti e corner of & hatnhndtje, 
Philadelphia, tel. 928-1969 



GENERAL CINEMA 

WALNUT MALL 
REPERTORY CINEMA 

3925 Walnut Straat 

(Opposite Univ. of Pim) 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

222-2344 




"WHO'S 


DOF 




VIRGINIA WOLF?" <iHt) 


2:15 

7:15 


4:45 

9:40 


T** witli Humphrey Isfirt 

“THE MALTESE FALCON” (1941) 
2:90 5:10 9:50 

“TO HAVE AND HAVE NOT' (1945) 
4:20 1*0 




“RYAN’S DAUGHTER” ( 1970) 


MAY 

11 


2:15 


5:30 


1:45 


10 



THE BIG COUNTRY” ( ijsi) 


2:30 


5:30 


1:30 


14 



ADMISSION ’1.00 
AT ALL TIMES 



THE BEST OF OSCAR . . 


and some that he forgot, 

PART II 

Academy Award Winners, Nominees, 
and Overlooked Films 


New Gay Life/May 1977 


14 












May 1977/New Gay Life 























































































An InterviewWith Janis Ian ByTommi Avicolli 


F om the beginning, Janis Ian was an innovator. Her first hit, 
"SOCIETY'S CHILD," concerned an interracial couple, and 
hit America at a vulnerable time: two years after the 1964 
Civil Rights Act and years before interracial coupling would 
become passe. In 1966, the sixteen year old Ian was the center 
of national attention— not only did Leonard Bernstein give her 
a solid plug, but her talents brought raves from the growing 
numbers of discontented youths who found Vietnam, 
capitalism, and parents equally difficult to understand. Janis 
sang to them — to the sons and daughters of affluence who 
suffered from neglect and boredom ("JANEY's BLUE"), and to 
the new emerging folk heroes ("NEW CHRIST CARDIAC 
HERO"), and to the socially conscious young people who felt 
for the plight of the old, the lonely, and the confused. She was 

the voice of a whole generation. 

But the fame didn't last— as soon as the controversy wore 
thin, and a couple of albums later, Janis Ian was a collector's 
item, loved by a small devout following. On her second LP 
("FOR ALL THE SEASONS OF YOUR MIND" Verve) Ian did 
what has to be considered one of the first postitive gay 
songs — "QUEEN MERKA AND ME." In the song, two gay 
men walk near Lincoln Center Fountain in New York, holding 
hands and declaring quite proudly, "Our love is not wrong." 

The brash songwriter then retired for two years, and re- 
turned with "STARS" (Columbia), an LP which put her back in 

the running for super-stardom. 

"STARS" was followed by three more succesful Lp's, the 
most recent of which is "MIRACLE ROW." (Columbia) 

I spoke with Janis Ian at the Academy of Music in Philadel- 
phia in April. Photographer Michael Humphrey and I waited 
for Ms. Ian in one of the small makeup and dressing rooms in 
the backstage area of the theatre. When she arrived, we were 
overwhelmed by the warmth and openness of this vivacious 
woman. It was a confirmation of the personality that comes 
across on record — the sometimes angry but always sharply 
perceptive voice. 


TA 


Jl: 


TA 


TA 

Jl: 


TA 


TA 


TA 


Jl: 

TA 


How do you react to the press labeling you the "Queen 
of Loneliness?" 

Do they label me that way? I don't care. It doesn't mat- 
ter what they label me, does it? I don't think the kids 
care ... It doesn't really matter, I don't pay any attention 
to it. I stopped reading reviews . . . You can't trust them. 
Everybody's got something that they want you to be- 
come that you're not becoming and then they get mad 
at you for not becomingit so they lay into you in print. 
You lay back at them, and then everybody hates every- 
body. 

What was it like to be sixteen and have a controversial 
hit single? 

It was weird ... It was a very insulating experience. 

In what way? 

I didn't understand what was happening, at all. And 
because I didn't understand it I was very insulated from 
a lot of reality that I shouldn't have been insulated from. 
Somebody should have sat me down and told me the 
facts of life . . . 

Do you think you would NOT have recorded "SOCI- 
ETY'S CHILD" then? 

Oh no! I always record what I want, regardless. It would 
have been nice to know about it up ahead. I didn't think 
people would react that way. 

What about the song "QUEEN MERKA AND ME?" 

I don't really remember,. . . I wrote it by the Lincoln 
Center Fountain. The sailors from Amsterdam had come 
in . . . 

Last year in the Village Voice you sort of came out as 
bisexual — 

Sort of? 

You DID come out. Was it a shock to people? How did 
they react? 

I don't know. It wasn't a shock to anyone that I -knew 
well . . . Cliff (the Voice writer who interviewed her) just 
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put me in a weird position ... He kind of took it out of 
context, y'know ... It was only about twenty minutes 
out of six hours. He's been asking me to forgive him 
ever since. He came up to me at this party and started 
begging ... But I mean I don't care. I haven't had any 
real flack about it. 


I made Playboy . . . first time ... I try not to capitalize 
on it. (Being bisexual) A lot of people are going around 
saying (makes sould like explosion — WHAM) here I am, 
and not really doing shit. 

You have a large gay following. 

That's good. 

Are you aware of it? 

Sure . . . There's no one else talking . . . There's not a lot 
of people willing to deal with it day today. Most of them 
. . . like to say Oh yes, I used to sleep with women long 
time ago — LONG time ago. And it's like bullshit. So I 
would hope so. I have a lot of old ladies, too. 


TA: You tend to write songs about things that are "controv- 

ersial" like the S/M song? 

Jl: "THIS MUST BE WRONG"? 

TA: There's no heavy social commentary in it? 

Jl: It's about the Anvil (West Village S/M bar) 

TA: What about "ROSES?’' Some women I know seem to 
think it's a lesbian song. 

Jl: It's just about a divorce ... I'm sorry ... but that's al- 

right, they can make it what they want. 

TA: What about politics? 

Jl: I don't think there's a whole lot to be done at this point. 

I'm ready to see just how much Carter's gonna fuck up 
... I like the fact that he made all those mistakes ... I 
don't know, I give a lot of money . . . (but) singing 
messages, I don't really believe in preaching. 

TA: What's Janis really like — I mean, Janis the person? 

Jl: Just the same as I am on stage. 

TA: Do you brush your teeth twice a day? 
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Sometimes. I dental floss every other day. (laughs) ... I 
put on stage makeup when I have to ... I dress like this 

• • # . 

What about being a woman in the business that's pretty 

heavily male? Joan Baez has some heavy things to say 

about it. 

I'm sure she does. Joan's really a good talker. Take what 
she said . . . I'll go along with whatever she said ... I 
don't really have a problem ... I have a lady manager, a 
lady lawyer, a male accountant, a male tour manager, 
and a lady road manager ... I'm pretty evenly ba- 
lanced. 

How do you deal with people who call the whole 
bisexual thing a copout? 

I don't give a fuck. I know that's putting it harshly ... I 
can't believe that when you're born, your body says you 
will only love this way. I just can't beleive that. If I was 
gay, I'd say I was gay, if I was straight, I'd say I was 
straight ... No one's ever really accused me of being a 
copout. 

I wasn't thinking specifically of you, but people have 
accused Bowie, for instance, of being a copout? 

Oh we're allowed. I mean we're allowed to go with 
whoever we want. If somebody is so strict that they can 
only see one side of humanity, it's their bind. I think 
somebody like Bowie or Elton (John) have people 
thrown at them continually, y'know male and 
female — every sort of sexuality thrown at them every 
night. 

It was a courageous thing you did — coming out 
It wasn't. I mean it really wasn't, y'know, to be courage- 
ous . . . Barbara Gittings is courageous, Sidney Abbott is 
courageous. I trust them (the public) and I've always 
trusted them . . . Hopefully it'll just open up that much 
more for some of those nine year olds ... let them 
fantasize . . . they do it anyway. I don't think it 'was 
courageous. You have to understand, I had no choice 
... I was in a position where I was either going to lie to 
myself and embarrass myself to myself or I was going to 
tell the truth . . . Had it been up to me, I would have 
picked the New York Times. It's not really a question of 
courage . . . courage is (pause) I don't know what cour- 
age is, but it's not what I've got. 

Are you bitter about the music business? 

I was for a while. 

Were you bitter about being on top one day and on the 
bottom the next? 

No, I wasn't bitter about falling down, it's just the shit 
they put you through ... it really comes down to . . . 
nobody tells the truth in this business . . . even the artists 
are full of shit . . . every artist has his own number that 
he's pushing. If s like any other business except it looks 
so much more glamorous that you don't expect it . . . 
you have so many more heroes in this business. 

What is your philosophy of life? 

Whafs my philosphy of life? 

What guiding priciples do you follow? 

I would like to just live the way I wanna live and let 
everyone else live the way they wanna live ... 4 
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Our social environment is turbulent on the issue of 
giving homosecuality a place as a normal social 
expression. National opinions documented in "Public 
Attitudes toward homosexuality: Part of the 1970 
National Survey by the Institute for Sex Research/' 
lournal of Homosexuality , Fall 1974, indicate negative 
perceptions of homosexuality and homosexuals. The 
notions that homosexuality is immoral, obscene and 
vulgar are not rare today, despite the increased visibility 
of bi-sexuals and homosexuals. Additionally, the 
opinion that homosexuals are high government security 
risks, as well as social corrupters and the cause of 
civilization's downfall, has not vanished, nor some 
might argue, diminished, over the years. 

Therefore it appears clear, at least to me, that even if 

a survey of public opinion on the subject of 

homosexuality was to show a liberalization in attitudes, 

we as a society are still far away from embracing 

homosexuality as a positive social phenomenon. 

Counter-balancing a reservoir of negative attitudes in 

the gay liberation movement. Beginning as an attempt 

to project homosexuality as positive and healthy, it has 

recently shifted to a struggle for civil rights for gay 
people. 

The recent Supreme Court decision upholding 
homosexual acts between consenting adults as criminal 
threatens the precinct of privacy and personal 


prerogative. As a result of this position, the casual 
observer can certainly note that the vogue days of 
homosexual chic, prevalent in the last two or three 
years, is coming to a close. For homosexuals, this new 
or reinstated position of social censure of homosexual- 
ity and homosexuals has increasingly forced those who 
choose to live as homosexuals to adopt a defensive if 
not confrontatory stance. One of the costly results of 
the adversary-defense relationship engulfing homo- 
sexual expressiveness is that every admitted bi-sexual 
and homosexual, in becoming a member of the gay 

community, is reduced to being a soldier in the war for 
liberation. 


Without question, the most 


homosexuality 


based upon 


scathing 
the acci 


attack on 


accusation that 


homosexuals are child molesters. This charge goes 
beyong the criticism of homosexuals as setting wrong or 
bad models for presumably heterosexual children; it 
refers to the attack upon the personhood of the 
individual child. Molestation is not only condemned 
because it may produce physical and/or psychological 
damage in the child, but because it is also coercive of 
what is largely regarded as a personal affair: one's sex 
life. Since child molesting is a crime, it makes most 
homosexuals driminals, either real or as fancied in the 
minds of society at large or the personal fears of some 
homosexuals themselves. A very important point to 
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mention here is that the accumulated research on child 
molesting shows no evidence that it is connected with 
homosexuality, except with the same randomness and 

infrequency as for heterosexuals. 

Beyond the fact that the population of child 
molesters is small proportionate to the general 
population, homosexuals are no more prone (some 
evidence shows less prone) to molest a child than their 
heterosexual counterparts. While I agree that forcible 
sex is a contemptible offense, I am not satisfied that 
"forcing a child to have sex with an adult" is an 
adequate analysis of child molestation. More directly, I 
want to deal with the issues of sexuality which are 
largely assumed and unexplored in the case of child 
molestation and in particular with the homosexual 
encounter between adult and child — which is often 
regarded as a case of molestation. 

As I have already mentioned, one of the principle 
weaknesses of the indictment of homosexual adult-child 
encounters is the low incidence and probability of 
occurrence. The second is that pedophilia is in fact not 


child molestation. Pedophilia is 


term which is 


currently used to mean: a morbid interest in children; 
an expressed desire for immature sexual gratification 
with a prepubertal child; sexual attraction to physically 
immature children of the same or opposite sex; and a 
variant of homosexual behavior. These usages are 
manifestations of our cultural perversions of the word. 
Like pederasty, pedophilia originally described a love 
relationship between an adult and a child. The fact that 
this relationship took on masculine connotations was 
probably a function of male chauvinism in Greek 
society at the time. The corrupted use of pedophilia, 
and even worse — pederasty, clouds the most important 
issue of adult-child sexual relations, namely a love for 
children. Whether you wish to call this love paternal- 
ism, maternalism, affection etc., there are people who 
genuinely adore children because they are children. 

Rm/nnH thp fart that homosexuals are not the 


Beyond the fact that homosexuals are 
principal molesters of children; in the 


case 


of 


child-adult relationships, what is the source of the 
public outrage against this experience? In two words, 
child sexuality. Without exception, children are seen as 
the victims of adult-child sex. Overlooked are the 
possibilities of provocation, seduction and gratification 
(sexual) on the part of the child. This is not to say that 
children involved are always or usually instigators of 
these liaisons, that the adults involved are not 
responsible for their behavior, or that children generally 
enjoy the experience. It is meant to say that, 
particularly in the cases of "homosexual pedophilia" 
where the average age of the child falls between 12 and 
15 years old (somewhat higher than the age of 
heterosexual pedophilia— perhaps because of the low 
incidence of getting caught with this age group), the 
possibility of child sexuality cannot be discounted. Thus 
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there is some degree of sexual expression which is 
consciously acknowledged as being explored by many 
children through their participation. 

The self consciousness which many gays carry with 
them in their dealings with children and adolescents is 
rooted in the internalized fear of or defense against the 
charge of criminal pedophilia, as well as the still current 
and obvious accent upon youth which the country as a 
whole espouses and which is readily acknowledged in 
homosexual relationships. Many if not most sexual 
relationships, both gay and straight, are based upon one 
partner being physically attractive to the other, if not 
both to each other. 

What determines physical attractiveness is, I believe, 

still connected with youthful appearances, but not what 

some would call immature or juvenile physical features. 

Gays who work around children, finding themselves 

emotionally or physically attracted to a child, as well as 

continued on page 25 
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A Dias ram InWords By Cynthia Cauthern 


M ost of us would agree that Black Lesbians are the most 
oppressed group of people in the society. The Black 
Woman who is gay is forced, by the white-male-homophobic 
society, to exist within a maelstrom because of her Blackness, 
Womaness, and Cayness. This three fold oppression is facili- 
tated by the dominant white society, but is maintained and 
perpetuated by the Black community. 

The oppression of Black Women begins with the white 
concept of a woman's role in society. Since the Black com- 
munity does not have power in the mass media and lacks the 
strength and solidarity to formulate its own concepts, it has 
mimicked and exaggerated those of the white society. Thus, 
women were contained in the home and became lackeys to 
their husbands and children. A female was not defined as a 
woman if she was not possessed by husband, home, and 
children. The black community choose to force these restric- 
tions on Black Women. Any variation on this concept is not 
acceptable. Women who do not conform are labe 
ed queers and are ostricized from the community. 

Many Black Families are matriarcial: the Woman performs 
the societal roles of mother and father. Many black male and 
Black Women are threatened by the Black Matriarch. Some 
Black males contend that dominant society has made it im- 
possible for them to assert their manhood by denying them 
education, employment and the ability to take care of their 
families. Black women are thereby perceived as an ally of the 
dominant white society because they are seen as surpressing 
black males by assuming basic familial survival respon- 
sibilities. Black women who are forced or choose to be mat- 
riarchs are labeled men, butches, and studs. The sexual pre- 
ference of these women has little to do with these labels, 
which stem from roles they have been forced to portray. 

The black community will label any woman performing 
non-female roles as a lesbian. Overt sexual expression has 
little to do with this label, although it is a key factor to erase it. 
Since black males and black women share the same 
economic level, in essence they both must work to survive. 
Black males can not financially manipulate them to perform 
socially approved house wifely roles. Thus, black males have 
sought another vehicle to control black women. Heterosexual 
intercourse is a tool which males use to express their domi- 
nance over women. The black community also uses 
heterosexual intercourse as a tool for black males to assert 
their dominance over black women. This is the only role in 
which white society has let black males achieve equality with 


white males. The sexual exploitation of the black woman's 
body and the willingness of black women to be subjected to 
this abuse allows her to fulfill the societal roles of a woman by 
supporting her husband through his ego development. 

The uses of heterosexual intercourse and its role with the 

black male ego gives us some insight into the substance of 

homophobia in the black community, especially toward black 
lesbians. 

Women who deny Black males the right to build and satisfy 

their egos by the sexual abuse of the female body are labelled 

butches, and bull-dykes, are seen as freaks and are cast out of 
the Black Community. 

Black Lesbians are a threat to the white-mimicking Black 
community. These Black Women weaken the already wobbly 
pillars of Black society and the Black male. Like most Black 
Women, Black Lesbians do not need Black males for financial 
support, but she also rejects his affectional/emotional support 
and denys him the right to manipulate her through sexual 
involvement. Thus Black Lesbians do not need Black males 


therefore noi 
vho became 


women. 



Homophobia is thriving in the Black community. Until 
Black people analyze their community and its needs, and 
establish a concept which will allow Black people to be re- 
sponsible for their own destiny, Black Gays will never be free 
to break the chains which bind their closets. 

There is no Black gay community where Black Lesbians 
and Black males can give support to each other. The Black 
community is ignorant of the natural process of becoming gay. 
The pro-gay media by-passed the Black community, thus 
Freudian theories still explain homosexuality in the Black 
community. 

Often the pressures are too intense for Black gays in their 
community, so they flee to the white gay community. Associa- 
tion with white gays means continually fighting racism and 
sexism. 

The Black community must get pro-gay education into the 
community. Black Lesbians and gay males who rejected the 
community must return their skills to it. Peer counselling and 
consciousness raising is desparately needed. Black gays have 
the opportunity to seize the leadership in the stagnant Black 
Liberation Movement; which would bring about freedom for 
Black Men, Black Women and gay people. • 
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By RichGrzesidk 


December 12, 1973 

Reactions from my parents over my admission of homosex- 
uality continue to be irrational. Mother is a clincal depression 
case and father regards me with the same disgust as I him. 
Amazing how hate can so parallel itself — on different levels, 
yet the same loathesome reason. Met a gay tonight who while 
admitting his homosexual feelings is engaged to be married (a 
girl, of course). I thought I had problems. He's very handsome 
and seems to think (no, believe, almost as an article of faith) 
that his fiance will accept a meange-a-trois with vertiable 
equanimity. What troubles bisexuality brings! This same guy 
(rather handsome, Jewish) will continue, he says, his relation- 
ship with a male lover with the unexpressed hope his wife will 
not find out. I feel I'm describing Peyton Place and not an 
actual incident. I wished him lots of luck, explaining why I 
thought he'd need it, and parted, smiling at his blue bright 
eyes. 


it, and the rest of our family has not. He speaks of going to 
Puerto Rico like I refer to my trips to New York City — with an 
ease that I find perfectly offensive. He doesn't realize he's 
doing this though, so what can you accuse him of? 

My father to me at the table after the funeral Mass and 
burial were completed: "You are the only male who presently 
carries the last name of GRZESIAK. You know how your 
mother prays you will continue it." I smiled serenly. 




December 22, 1973 

I was talking to my Uncle W. at Uncle J.'s wake last night. 
He seems to be waiting to bait me about my homosexuality, 
Vidal, leaving home, not to mention my espousal of the usual 
bleeding heart liberal causes. But for some odd reason he 
lacks the guts to do so in a public place. I suppose if I ever 
really get to him with some remark or other he will blurt an 
unseemly response. He envies me my freedom (or relative 
freedom; to quote from a conversation we had last August, "If 
I had to do it all over again I would not have kids, i.e., get 
married"). I envy him his comfortable affluence for he's made 


December 25, 1973 

Ah, what an unending pleasure Christmas Eve 1973 was! I 
met a gorgeous hunk out on the Spruce Street merry-go-round 
and we covered it all, from Nixon to Naphrodite. 

Line from THREE COINS IN THE FOUNTAIN, a 1934 Hol- 
lywood epic I saw tonight: "My new novel is not only magni- 
ficent, it's wonderful too." I want to reach out and touch some 
other human being, love them, not dominate them, and I 
suppose be disillusioned once again by all the old cliches 
about love. The need to cling .... I see no one and talk to no 
one for weeks (more like days) and I cannot relate to them 
without becoming neurotically possessive. Why am I attracted 
to older people? Why is it people of my own age I always get 
along with worse? 

Nelson Eddy: "Ah, sweet mystery of life . . ." 

Greta Garbo: "I want to be alone . . ." 

Beatles: "I want to hold your hand . . 

R.A.G. I 
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January 3, 1974 

I am at my godfather's (who, for libel's purposes shall re- 
main nameless). My cousins J. and C. are talking animatedly 
while I gaze intently at the fireplace. They think I am entirely 
oblivious to everything they're saying (try NOT listening to 
something very hard and you'll probably hear it all the more 
and better). I turn just as J. stage-whispers into her sister C.'s 
ear, "He's gay." The two of them just chuckled as if they had 
heard a good joke (better that than outrage I suppose— such is 
the nature of social progress on this all too delicate issue). I 
join along with them. "Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha!" For all the world 
to see it was a joyous laugh but inside I was thinking, you two 
little twerps, I just hope you'll get yours in due time too. 
Needless to say, I did my best to make C. feel uncomfortable 
during the rest of the evening (e.g., "C., don't shit me, we're 
not children; you and I know the girls can let the locker room 
talk file by just as luridly as the guys." Reaction: blushed, 
emphatic "No, no" followed with little amplification of why 

she felt that way.) 

Aunt W. to the girls in the rec room: "Well, girls, how are 
the boys in your life?" Giggles, half-answers. Then to me: 
"Well, Richie, how about you?" Reply: "My perversity is well 
known." (Or something to that effect, as it's hazy in my mind). 
W. is a nice fascist, though. She invited me to her home (does 
she invite everybody?) and kissed me twice later in the even- 
ing, even though she called Kissinger, that pillar of the right 
wing in this country, "that commie professor." I told her in a 
polite way she didn't know what the hell she was talking 
about. She sneered, I nodded. What fun! 


May 29, 1974 

I am a fool. A stupid, unmitigated, interminably uneducable 
fool. And what is even stupider is that I continue to feel that I 
am trapped and there is absolutely nothing I can do about it. 
Which is damn false and I should know it. What is the cause 
for all this soul searching? Well, to be frank, due to my own 
outright stupidly I am for all practical purposes now a recluse. 
And this didn't have to be at all. The only way out of this 
morass is through philosophy . . . 

My problem can be stated along these lines ... I was raised 
as an extremely conservative Roman Catholic. All well and 
good, you may say. Yet I am a homosexual and thus extremely 
given to radical and leftist feelings and beliefs. Problem: how 
to reconcile the two on a compatible basis. Answer: impon- 
derable. I do not know how to build a successful personality 
on the basis of conservative personal habits merged with 
radical/leftist friends and realities. The blending is schizo- 
phrenic to say the least .... 

So what is there now, diary? Tell me if you can see enough 
into the future to predict how one very uptight yet talented 
homosexual finds himself ... do you know or is it too much 
to tell? 




Mon. -Sat. -4-6 

All. Drinks S5c 


DRURY LAND 
1302 DRURY ST. 

Between Chestnut & Sansom 

13TH Be JUNIPER 

735-3186 


TUES. 4-2 

All Drinks 85c 
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continued from page 20 


those who like to work very interpersonal ly with 
children, can become easily self-conscious of their role 
in the relationship and begin to stifle further expressions 
of interest or involvement rather than run the risk of 
being involved in a pedophiliac relationship. 

There are many difficulties involved here. A person 
must stifle or discontinue what was becoming a warm 
and meaningful relationship (whether or not it was 


sexual) between adult and child. In doing so the 
homosexual adult helps to perpetuate the very 
oppression of sexual expression and human warmth in 

homosexuals which is a function of heterosexism. Not weapon in oppressing nomosexuais as wen as in 
only is the gay adult oppressed but the child as well, by marshalling forces for oppression. Because of this fear, 

being subjected to a dysfunctional policy for sexual and and not due to any act or inclination on my part, I act as 

gender development. It is bitterly ironic that gay people a tool in my own sexual oppression. But I am not alone 
would serve such an instrumental purpose. Another in this, the vast majority regardless of sexual orientation 

difficulty is found in the homosexually inclined or do the same things to themselves as well as others, 

determined child or adolescent seeking adult contact Because of the fear, people act as watchdogs on 

for morale support or sexual gratification. Finally, the themselves and act defensively towards others. Sexual- 

fear of pedophilia prevents homosexuals and hetero- ity has not only been stifled, but turned around as a 

sexuals alike from seeking or receiving gratification, defense mechanism instead of a liberating experience, 

either emotional or sexual, from the social environment Human interpersonal dialogue has suffered as well, not 

of which they are a part. We never seem to outgrow our only between children and adults, but between adults 

fear of pedophilia. We are afraid of it whether we are themselves. But instead of losing oneself in frustration, 

attracted to children sexually or not. We are afraid that I think we can attack the problem at hand, 

someone will think we are pedophiliacs, and we carry it Among my prescriptions for a healthier attitude in 
with us in the notion that . even homosexual acts human sexual expression, the first should be a thorough 

between two consenting adults springs from the analysis of pedophilia both as a crime and a platonic 

coercive or manipulative skills of one of the parties. expression of affection/devotion. While this may have 
I am not a pedophiliac; neither in the criminal or little or no effect upon the legal definition of consenting 

platonic sense of the word. But, I, like many other partners in sex acts or serve to better focus the 

people, gay and straight, who work with children have responsibilities of sexual liaisons between children and 

been burdened with the defensiveness and personality adults, it will at least acknowledge that child sexuality is 

constraints that pedophilic fears stimulate. I like a very real and important dynamic to consider in these 

children very much, and I have enjoyed working with cases. Our attitudes concerning child sexuality will have 

children and adolescentsin a variety of settings over the to change if we are to remove the fear which haunts us 

past ten years. In the last six years or so I have become as a result of our belief in the sexual destruction of 

conscious of gradually being constrained by the codes children as the only outcome of child-adult encounters, 

of professional conduct on my own self-consciousness Let me make it clear here that I agree that pedophilia 
to substituting a professional role for my own is a crime, however I would qualify its criminal 

personality when dealing with children individually or appearance by pointing to the presence of violence, 

in groups. Becoming aware of a fear of pedophilia as the brutality and coercion as opposed to persuasion, and 

cause of my narrowed expression of personality and my the child's negative reactions to the liaison. I can 

limitations in seeking and receiving satisfying inter- already envision the legal and social difficulties in 

personal contact with other males (and in some cases determining these elements, but I think it is necessary 

females), and its fallacious operation in my life, I am to confront what the act meant to the child or in terms 

upset. of the child's sexuality. At the very least, more must be 

I find myself a victim of socially agreed upon and done in the way of educating us to the functionings of 

operative confusion. No one has ever fully explored and childhood sexuality. More research into the dynamics 

explained the dynamics of pedophilia in either the and the control of criminal pedophilia should be done, 

criminal or platonic sense. Furthermore, while I cannot We are only as healthy and sound as our bases for social 

say that I could never be a pedophiliac in either the sanctions and censures define us. Let us hope that we 

criminal or platonic sense, I know that I am not one will no longer be governed by irrational, unfounded and 

now. Why then am I constrained to behave as if I could misunderstood fears. • 


be guilty? I am not eager to be a soldier, particularly as 
it regards expressing my sexuality and social-sexual 
behavior. Nor do I believe that it is fitting that a 
community should be held together solely for the 
defense of its members and its beliefs. As a new-comer 
to the phenomenon of community, the gay populations 
of America's cities have not fully explored as have 
ethnic communities such as Blacks, Italians, etc., 
alternative and non-defense ridden ways of enjoying 
themselves as a community. I wonder if it is too extreme 
to describe the gay community as a garrison, and I 
wonder if it is too hopeful to expect that to change. 

I cannot help but believe that it is the fear of criminal 
and platonic pedophilia which is sexism's most effective 
weanon in ooDressine homosexuals as well as in 


between two consenting adults springs rrom tne 
coercive or manipulative skills of one of the parties. 

I am not a pedophiliac; neither in the criminal or 
platonic sense of the word. But, I, like many other 
people, gay and straight, who work with children have 
been burdened with the defensiveness and personality 
constraints that pedophilic fears stimulate. I like 
children very much, and I have enjoyed working with 
children and adolescents in a variety of settings over the 
past ten years. In the last six years or so I have become 
conscious of gradually being constrained by the codes 
of professional conduct on my own self-consciousness 
to substituting a professional role for my own 
personality when dealing with children individually or 
in groups. Becoming aware of a fear of pedophilia as the 
cause of my narrowed expression of personality and my 
limitations in seeking and receiving satisfying inter- 
personal contact with other males (and in some cases 
females), and its fallacious operation in my life, I am 
upset. 

I find myself a victim of socially agreed upon and 
operative confusion. No one has ever fully explored and 
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COMING OUT IN PROVIDENCE, 
A Review by 
Joseph R. DeMarco 


Hubert Kennedy, a Professor at Providence College 
and a gay activist, recounts in wonderful detail his 
process of coming out in his recently-published work. 

The volume, privately printed, is small but is packed 
with information. Not only is this the story of Mr. 
Kennedy's coming out, but the book also details the 
story of the first gay pride march in Providence, Rhode 
Island. This march in Providence is all the more 
significant because it and surrounding events, entitled 
the Congress of People with Cay Concerns, became an 
official Bicentennial event in Rhode Island. 

The book is short, a mere 31 pages, but it contains 
more details than one can find in some larger works. 
Kennedy takes us from his earliest attempts at coming 
out (which occurred in Germany) to his full-fledged 
participation in the Providence, Rhode Island Gay Pride 
events. 

His story is not totally unique — but because of that, 
it is the story of a great many people. Reading it will 
remind many of the events of their own coming out. 

In a sense, Mr. Kennedy's narrative is inspiring. It is 
nothing new for a person to "come out" and risk job, 

friends, and comfort. But, Hubert Kennedy began his 

$ 

quest for a more honest life at the age of 43. 

As Kennedy reveals in the book, it was neither easy 
nor totally pleasant for him to come out in his college 
community, although the student body was supportive., 
v the administration was a source of difficulty. In an 
attempt to curb the rights of free speech and expression, 
the Administration of Providence College, threatened 
Mr. Kennedy with breech of contract should he 
continue to advocate homosexuality. 

A good portion of the book deals with the efforts of 
Rev. J. Gilbert of the Providence MCC to have the 
Congress of People with Gay Concerns declared an 
official Bicentennial event in Rhode Island. Much 
factual information is included in this section. 

Coming out in Providence is a book that is well worth 
reading. It is quite detailed for those who enjoy 
historical accuracy; it is also an inspiring account of one 
person's courage in the face of homophobia. We all 
face homophobia in one way or another each day, and 
knowing that there are some who have the courage to 
defy it can help all of us. 

Kennedy says, "Made to feel isolated and different, 
gay people have accepted and internalized prevailing 
attitudes of society. We have come to feel inferior and 
to accept oppression as just. But it does no good to 
plead for tolerance; we must liberate ourselves." 

And such is what Hubert Kennedy set out to do for 
himself - and for all of us. • 

Coming Out in Providence is available for $2.00 from: 
Hubert Kennedy 33 Huxley Avenue Providence R. 1.02908 


A 


Jtletropolitau 

0 Communitp 

Cfjurcf) 

of 

$f)ilabefoj)ia 


&eb. ZBcm Jftorbe, pastor 


Sfutufaijj 8:00 
2425 

( 245 ) 922 - 6384 


for gay catholics 


Di 


& 


X 



Iphia 


OFFICE 


250 S. 12th Street 


7pm SUNDAY MASS at 


PARISH HOUSE of TRINITY 
MEMORIAL CHURCH 


2212 Spruce St. 


New Gay Life/May 1977 




CUSTOM MADE 


BELTS, VESTS 


JACKETS AND HATS 






925-8555 


SECOND AND PINE 


PHILADELPHIA 


MAY 15- JUNE 101 DRAWING & 


ROBERT BARKIN \ FLYING 


MACHINES 



craft gallery 


319 SOUTH STREET PHILADELPHIA. PA 19147 WALNUT 2-7775 


Integrity/ Phila. 


GayEpiscopalians 


and their friends 


WEDNESDAYS P.M. 


ST. MARY’S 


PARISH HALL 


39th and LOCUST WALK 


For More Information 


Fr. John Lenhart: EV 7-4844 


Fr. Ron Wesner: SH 8-2118 



SexRoles In Relationships 


n a successful relationship, both persons must be happy and 
it appears that happiness revolves around COMPANION- 
SHIP and WHO DOES WHAT Who does what ussually in- 
volves four specific areas: finanaces, social activities, house- 
hold tasks, and SEXUAL ACTIVITIES. Who does what in 


happy relationships is usually based on preferences and may 
even change or reverse during the relationship. In unhappy 
relationships, who does what is usually fixed or assumed. This 
does not mean that if roles are fixed or assumed all relation- 


ships will be unhappy, however, it is more likely that if what is 
done is willingly chosen by each partner the chances of the 
relationship being happier are greater. 

Fixed roles usually follow the heterosexual model of 
dominant-aggressive-masculine role or a passive-submissive- 
feminine role. The dominant partner is the person who gov- 
erns or controls the decisions of what is to be done. The 


passive partner is the one who defers or is obediant to the 
decisions of the other partner. It is rare in any relationship that 
one partner is totally dominant or totally passive; trouble oc- 
curs in the relationship when there is disagreement over 
which one makes the decision about who does what. 


The two-sex roles in heterosexual society have so domi- 
nated our culture that we have also developed the belief that 
there must be two different roles in a homosexual act. How 


many times have we heard "which one is the fern?" meaning 
which one is sexually passive or "on the bottom." 

Prior to the 1960's when a male or female acknowledged to 
themselves and to others that they were gay, they assumed an 
opposite sex role behavior. Even though that outward role of 
behavior has been mostly eliminated, have we carried along a 
subconscious belief that one partner must always be passive 
or feminine during the sexual act and the other aggressive or 
masculine? In order to have a relationship, must one partner 
become sexually passive and the other sexually aggressive? 
Must we maintain the outdated heterosexual model in gay 
relationships? 
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Philadelphia Gay Synagogue 

Oneg Shabbat Following Services 
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One danger of too rigid sex roles is that they may bring 
about boredom and dissatisfaction and a consequent with- 
drawal or loss of interest in sex. The dominant partner may 
feel this boredom less quickly if he or she is the only one to 
introduce new sexual behavior. However, the dominant part- 
ner may begin to complain about always being the one who 
initiates sex, especially as the more passive partner begins to 
withdraw or lose interest. At times the dominant partner wants 
to become more passive but is prevented from this due to the 
rigid roles that each have accepted and are now afraid to 
change. When this happens, withdrawal or lack of interest in 
sex may occur. 

Sexual conflict is likely to surface whenever there is some 
resentment in the amount of control one partner exerts over 
the other. The dominant-passive issue emerges when a couple 
stops to think about which one of them initiates sexual activity 
and determines what is to be done. 

Many still believe the "gay myth" that if we are "passive" 
sexually we are playing the feminine role and if we are "ac- 
tive" we are playing the masculine role. Who is to say that the 
person on top during sexual relations is more active, domin- 
ant, or masculine? Who decided that the person on the bot- 
tom is passive or feminine? What difference does it make who 
is the insertee or the insertor? Or who is on top or who is on 
the bottom? What is most important is how each person feels 
about the decision of what is to be done sexually, who in- 
itiates the activity, how flexible the pattern is, and how much 
variety is involved. Each of us is capable of assuming any 
position according to our momentary preference. We can 
eliminate the stereotypical view of the heterosexual world that 
roles are fixed and that one partner must always be passive 
and the other always aggressive. Long term relationships ap- 
pear to have eliminated the problems associated with playing 
roles. Who does what sexually may change because rigid 

roles have been eliminated. • 

*Ken George is a therapist at Marriage Council and Eromin. 
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Beautiful Guys! 

For That Extra Touch 
Travel Everywhere! 

Models and Escorts! 

(215) 463-8110 (6:00 p.m. - 1:00 a.m.) 

Always interested in muscular models. 



Restaurant-Deli 

260 S. 12th St., Philadelphia 

• BREAKFAST • LUNCH 
• DINNER • SNACKS 
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9am — 1am 
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CAY PEOPLE'S BICYCLE CLUB-sponsors 
rides and repair clinics for men and women. 
Info: Box 2054. Phila. 19103 


THE WISHING WELL... a pen pal publication 
for gay women. Code numbers used to ensure 
confidentiality. Box 1711, Santa Rosa, CA 
95403 



CAY WOMAN, 40, intelligent, sensitive, 
bookish, seeks woman for lasting relationship. 
Contact AQUAMARINE, c/o New Cay Life. 


For Sale: Royal Electric office typewriter, 
excellent condition, $75. Write "Typewriter" 
c/oNCL 


Bikesexuals c/o Jean Carminati, 1955 Locust 
St., Phila. 19103. 567-4645 - leave message 
for Sarah - bisexuals and gays. 


continued from page 6 

SATURDAY 

8 PM DICNITY CHARISMATIC 

CROUP, 250 S. 12th St. 

2-6 PM SPECIAL COFFEEHOUSE 

FOR YOUNG CAYS, 326 

Kater St., (4th below So.) 

9 PM to GAY COFFEEHOUSE, 326 
1AM ’Kater St. 


Support the WXPN Marathon. Listen to 
Amazon Country and Sunshine Caydream 
Sundays 1-3 p.m. 88.9 FM. 


Cay 35 year old male from Philly, in federal 
institution would like a pen pal to keep track 
of gay world outside. Reply c/o NCL, Code 
023. 


Cay oppression, the John Wayne image, and 
violence are connected! Get article "Mascu- 
linity and Violence" by Lakey & Kokopeli - 
$.25. 


Does anyone know who makes La Carona, 
Macunado, Corina, or Shakespeare Cigars? 
What city are they made in? Appreciate all 
help! 


Roommate wanted for C.C. one bedroom 
apt. $80.-month. Reply NCL, code 024. 


Wanted: Old Broadway Shows and Movie 
Soundtracks. Would like to tape or buy. 
Contact Creg, c/o NCL. 


Cay Male, 27, seeks relationship with man 
27-35 who likes books, shows, concerts and 
music. Reply to NCL, Code 025. 


Do you have an album that you would like 
to see reviewed? If so, please send your 
requests to C.R. c/o New Gay Life. 




bung Man 


Young Man, 22, would like to meet friendly, 
warm and honest gay males agound my age, 
who can show me the nice side both of 
being gay and of themselves. Reply c/o 
NCL, Code 021. 


Are You Afraid ? 

ARE YOU AFRAID of being considered an 
old maid? Does your baby need a name? Do 
your straight acquaintances talk about you 
behind your back and say you're a VIRGIN? 
Have you never once gotten a blood test 
and trotted down to city hall to change your 
name to something exotic and different? 
Does your mother think there's something 
wrong with her little daughter? Solve all 
these problems and more, and GET MAR- 
RIED! It's as easy as reply to . . . MGL, Code 
022 


®EKg3 tenlEDDDSfl IfiXsXofe ©Eld] (gE©fe 



_ mail ORDER CATALOGS AVAILABLE 

1426 SPRUCE STREET, PHIL ADELPHIA, PA. 19102( 215) 732-9612 
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New Gay Life, the new monthly journal, is 
now offering the full line Gay buttons formerly 
offered by the Gay Activist Alliance of 


Philadelphia. 

We are proud to feature the "How Dare You 
Presume I'm Heterosexual/' "Gay Love . . . It's 
The Real Thing," "Gay Pride" and "Gay Rights 
Now" designs, each handsomely printed in full 
color on 2-1/8 inch spring clip cello buttons. 

Our buttons sell wholesale at .30 each for 
orders under 100; 100 at .28 each - $28.00; 250 
at $ .265 each - $66.25; 500 at $ .25 each - 
$125.00. Orders exceeding 500 sell at $ .25 
each. All orders may be ordered on a consign- 
ment basis; and should be addressed to Gary 
Roseman, Business Manager, New Gay Life, 
1711 Spring Garden Street, Phi la. , Pa. 19130. 


EARN 

20%COMMISSION 

Selling ads for New Gay Life. Reply with 
name and phone number at NGL or leave name 
and phone number at Giovanni's Room. 
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in 10 THRILLING MINUTES a day , as I have done to MILLIONS in 35 YEARS. 1 
GE0RGE 

4 TIMES WINNER 
WORLD'S STRONG 
EST and MOST PER- 
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CHAMPIONSHIP 
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“WORLD'S BEST Body 
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This now MAGNIFICENT, llllSBIl/? :||llli| M/ y/v|| 

MODERN HERCULES, I S ' ' .f How would T U U < 

1 . . . to have I8V2 inch ART 

26 year old teacher, f a 52 inch chest like ti 

William Butler, ^^pllllll|||l Jowett pupil NOW has? 

says to YOU, “No matter WHAT your age, I advise you, SEND for the 
JOWETT WONDER PICTURE COURSES at once. 

Under the World’s GREATEST BODY BUILDER, George Jowett, I 
now have I 8 V 2 " ARMS, a 52" CHEST my STRENGTH has greatly im- 
proved. So have my sports. I have won titles like ‘Mr. Virginia’, 
‘Mr. State Y.M.C.A.’, etc.” 


^ How would YOU like 

to have I8V2 inch ARMS 
a 52 inch CHEST like this 
Jowett pupil NOW has? 








.V.W.V.V.'.'.'i 




YOU can soon be a HERO of MEN like Butler is 
and an IDOL of WOMEN in a few weeks! 




dare 

you 

to 

try 


come to a special place . . . 
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GAGS* 

HOODS* 

WHIPS* 

DILDOS* 

SHACKLES* 

HANDCUFFS* 

LEG IRONS* 
RESTRAINTS* 

CUSTOM LEATHERS* 
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2039 Walnut 


Philadelphia 


(215) 561-7480 
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